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Al Arab Newspaper, London, 2025-02-25 page 10

Sudan's gold export revenues grow despite the effects of war
Sudan relies on gold exports to generate foreign currency.

The government complains that it is unable to accurately determine gold production due to
smuggling by individuals, which takes place at 800 sites scattered throughout the country.

This situation costs the state an estimated $7 billion in annual revenue. Local economic circles
believe that this amount could cover the trade deficit, or a large part of it.

The unregulated gold mining sector accounts for the majority of production, which is difficult to
quantify due to sales and smuggling outside official channels, even though Sudan is one of the
world's largest producers.

In 2017, the Geological Research Authority, affiliated with the Ministry of Minerals, indicated that
the country's confirmed gold reserves amount to 533 tonnes, while reserves under evaluation
amount to more than 1,100 tonnes.

In January 2020, Sudan changed the rules of gold trading by allowing the private sector to export
it, in a move aimed at curbing smuggling and attracting foreign currency to the country's cash-
strapped treasury.

The Central Bank was the only entity legally authorised to purchase and export gold and to
establish centres for purchasing the yellow metal from small mining companies.

Sudan revealed that it achieved record growth in gold export revenues at the end of last year
despite the war, which has been raging for nearly three years and continues to cast a dark
shadow over the country's paralysed economy.

Mohammed Tahir Omar, director general of the Sudanese Mineral Resources Company,
announced that gold production rose from 42 tonnes in 2023 to 64 tonnes in 2024, with revenues
of around $1.9 billion from exports of more than 31 tonnes.

The official Sudanese news agency quoted Omar during his visit to the state (province) of Gedaref
on Sunday as saying that this performance "came despite the ongoing war in the country, thanks
to the generous support of the state and the overcoming of all difficulties and security threats to
the mining sector."

The Mineral Resources Company is the government supervisory body for mining resources, as
well as the authority responsible for overseeing the sector, acting as the state's technical arm for
monitoring gold production.

The country's gold production peaked between 2017 and 2022, with an annual average of 107
tonnes, according to previous data from the Sudanese Mineral Resources Company.

In 2022, gold was the country's highest non-oil export, accounting for 46.3 per cent of total
exports, with a value exceeding $2 billion, according to previous statistics from the Central Bank
of Sudan.

Figures from the Ministry of Minerals indicate that gold production during that year reached 41.8
tonnes, with revenues accounting for 44 per cent of total revenues of $3.6 billion.

Sudan relies mainly on gold exports to obtain foreign currency. According to the World Gold
Council, the country ranks ninth globally in production and third among the largest producing
countries in Africa after South Africa and Ghana.



Al-Qadarif in eastern Sudan is one of the most important gold-producing regions, contributing
hard currency to the country's treasury through this sector.

1.9

billion dollars in state revenues from the yellow metal trade in 2024, with production reaching
around 64 tonnes

Omar called on Gedaref officials to establish a gold market, implement a unified window, and
work to promote gold-producing areas to investors, stressing that all states (provinces) under the
control of the Sudanese army led by Abdel Fattah al-Burhan should receive their financial
entitlements from gold revenues.

Despite the increase in exports, officials do not hide the issue of declining production of the
yellow metal due to the suspension of work in a number of mines or their complete shutdown,
especially in the Darfur region in the west of the country due to the armed conflict.

Omar has previously confirmed that "mines in conflict areas such as Darfur are no longer under
government control after the Rapid Support Forces took control of most of the region, putting
these resources beyond the reach of the state."

Nevertheless, the Mineral Resources Company is trying to continue to focus on the traditional
mining sector, which contributes 60 to 80 per cent of Sudan's gold production.



